
                                                              

A whole new meaning to 
fancy dress! 

Welcome to our second issue of Come Alive!  AFADU would like to thank 
everyone who wrote in to say how much they enjoyed our newsletter!  It's our 
pleasure to bring you the 2007 edition, as we have so much to tell you! 

Going with the FLO  The "power of two" transforms a village 
Two pedal sewing machines and two entrepreneurial Congolese women in the remote village of Lotumbe have 
helped transform an entire community.  AFADU supporters joined forces with donors in America to raise funds for the 
village, located in the middle of the world's second largest rain forest. Lucy Hobgood-Brown, an AFADU supporter 
who lived in Lotumbe as a child, asked women friends there how she could help. The women asked for pedal sewing 
machines (there is no electricity), saying that they knew how to sew and that with these tools they aimed to produce 
hospital uniforms and school uniforms. Nine months later Lucy returned to the village and was amazed at what the 
"power of two" has created.  Thanks to Chantal Bolingo and Antoinette Mapele Bolembo, the sewing machines have 
been turned into income generating initiatives that benefit the entire community of 80,000. Not only has a sewing 
school been launched, but its students now create garments that are sold far and wide.  The profits are used to fund 
an experimental garden that produces nutrient-rich seedlings that can start new gardens, as well as a community 
loan fund and community store. In addition, FLO (an acronym for this grassroots women's organisation) provides 
insecticide-treated mosquito nets and infant garments for free to the local hospital's maternity ward, and provides 
health care for marginalised Pygmy women.

 

A healthy dose of love 
Pam Harrison, a Northern Territory Registered Nurse 
spent much time and energy collecting medical 
supplies and cash donations for her return field trip to 
Edenvale Ranch's LIRHANZO CHILDREN'S VILLAGE 
in southern Zimbabwe in July 2006.  Her aim to help 
set up new health facilities at the Chikombedzi 
Hospital even made headlines in the June 20 issue of 
Northern Territory News!  "AFADU has been collecting 
medical supplies from many generous sources around 
Australia and sent the material

 

over via one of the 
containers that left Sydney ports during the past 12 
months", says Pam.  Below we see Pam, doing what 
she does best for one of her charges. 

Many AFADU volunteers donated sewing fabric and 
accessories, as well as practical items for FLO's varied 
initiatives.  These were packed over many weekends by 
energetic volunteers, and the 20-foot container has now 
arrived in the Democratic Republic of Congo.  "Merci 
mingi" ("thanks very much" in Lotumbe's local dialect!  

Sew the seeds and watch them 
grow ..DONATE NOW! 

 

The AFADU sewing projects are 
soaring along with the women at 

LIRHANZO CHILDREN'S VILLAGE 
now earning a decent income from 
sewing the local school uniform and 
other basic garments for the local 

community.  Now the women are taking 
their business to another level and will 
be supplying the school uniforms for 
the other schools in the district, so . 

THEY NEED YOUR HELP 
WITH SEWING GOODS 
haberdashery items, fabrics etc.  

Email afadu@zoomedia.com.au for a 
complete list of goods required.

 


